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INTRODUCTION

This report is intended to fulfill the requirements of Minnesota Statutes Section 8.08 and
8.15, Subdivision 4, for Fiscal Year 2012 (FY 12).

The Attorney General's Office (AGO) is organized into five sections under the direction
of deputy attorneys general: Agency Services, Govenunent Services, Legal Services, Civil Law
and Solicitor General. This report contains brief summaries of the services provided to state
agencies and other AGO clients by these sections.



AGENCY SERVICES

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

The Administrativc Law Division provides legal represcntation to the departments of
Administration, Agriculturc, ommerce, Minncsota Managemcnt and Budget, Labor and
Industry, and Natural Resources, as well as the Housing Finance Agency, Iron Range Resources
and Rchabilitation Board, MilUlesota State Board of Investmcnt, Board of Watcr and Soil
Resourccs, Minnesota cxecutive branch officials, and many other boards, agencies and
commissions. The Division also provides Icgal representation to the Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities System and other state agcncies in contract, lease and othcr transactional
matters. The Division's work dming FY 12 included:

• Provided advice to statc agency clients on legal issues rclated to state government
operations; assisted in drafting and revising leases, licenses and contracts and rcgistered
trademarks on behalf of a number of state agencies.

• Advised the Department of Administration on various rcal estate matters, including leasc
tcrminations, acquisition of property tlu'ough condcmnation, sales of rcal property, and
various issues rclated to the construction oflight rail in the capitol complex.

• Advised thc Office of Administrative Hearings ("GAH") regarding municipal boundary
adjustment matters.

• Providcd legal reprcscntation to and/or advised the Mi1Ulesota Department of Agriculture
in various matters, including lood safety violations, pesticide application violations, grain
and produce bond claims, data practices, draft OAll rules, thc Emerald Ash Borer
quarantine and the Dupont Imprelis pesticide recall.

• Provided Icgal representation to the Board of Animal Health regarding chronic wasting
disease control, animal hold periods, bovine tuberculosis control, elk and deer regulation,
and inspcctions.

• Provided legal representation to thc Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board in
numerous cases to cnforce lobbyist and campaign finance laws.

• Advised and provided legal representation to the Departmcnt of Commerce, which is
charged with regulating financial services industries in Mi1Ulesota including insurance,
banks and other financial institutions, securities, mortgagc lending, and thc real estate
industry. Worked with Commerce to rcsolve 59 contcstcd cases which involved
disciplinary action against licensees, including mortgagc originators, rcal estate
appraisers, real estate salespersons, collections agencics, securities salespersons,
insurance salespersons and notaries pllblic.

• Provided legal reprcsentation to thc MilU1esola Dcpartment of Commerce in connection
with the agency's tclecommunications, energy, and facilities permitting responsibilities
as wcll as its Wcights and Measurcs Division. Represented Commerce before the
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Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, Office of Administrative Hearings, federal
agencics and federal courts.

• Adviscd the Housing Finance Agency ("HFA") regarding numerous loans to preserve,
maintain and create low and moderate-income, single-family and multi-family housing.
Provided client advice on aspects of HFA activity, including compliance with federal,
state and local laws and regulations. Advised HFA on multi-family and single-family
loan program requirements. Represented I-1FA in litigation related to real estate in which
HFA is named as a defendant. Represented I-1F A in contested cases.

• Advised and provided legal representation to the Del arlment of Labor and Industry
("DU"), including the ConSlruction Codes and Licensing Division, and the Contractor's
Recovery Fund. Handled numerous disciplinary actions against residential building
contractors, remodelers, roofers, and manufactured home installers for violations,
including unlicensed building contractor activity, failure to satisfy judgments, failure to
eomplcte jobs and code violations. Resolved 34 contcsted cases for DLI against licensed
and unlicensed builders. Provided legal advice to DLI, appeared in district couti, drafted
pleadings involving paymcnts to victimized homeowners.

• Provided legal rcpresentation and real estate title review to thc Land Exchange Board.
Prepared title opinions and dnilled deeds involving land exchanges.

• Advised state agencies regarding projects fundcd with general obligation bonds, and
facilitated bond issuances and refinancing in over $2.2 billion in general obligation and
revenue bonds. Represented the Commissioner of Minnesotu Man(lgement and Budget
("MMB") in district court actions with respect to claims made against the Torrens
Assurance Fund.

• Advised MilUlesota State Colleges and Universities ("MnSCU") regarding a variety of
real estate construction, contract, intellectual property and licensing matters. Drafted
licensing and service-level agreemcnts for marketing state-owned software.

• Providcd legal services to the Minnesota Dcpartment of NatliraI Rcsources ("DNR") on a
wide variety of Indian law matters including continued negotiation of Phase II of the
1854 Treaty case (Fond du Lac), implementation of the 1837 Treaty protocols, White
Earth settlement land transfers, and issues involving tribal sovereignty and state-tribal
jurisdiction.

• Providcd legal represcntation to the DNR in district co lUi action regarding
impIcmentution of certain inspection activitics under the DNR aquatic invasive species
program.

• Provided legal representation to DNR in numerous administrative level, district court,
and court of appeals matters.

• Providcd legul representation to DNR on various real estate title matters, including tax
forfeitures, probate proceedings, trusts, lifc cstates, adverse possession, judgments, liens,
deed restrictions, declarations and protective covenants.

• Provided legal representation to DNR forestry division on various matters, including fire
suppression cost collection, bankmptey, timber trespass, and statutory interpretation.
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• Assisted DNR with real estate aeqll1S1tlons totaling over $20 million and involving
approximately 23,214 acres of lanel.

• Represented the Peace Officer Standards and Training Board.

• Provided legal representation to the Minnesota State Board of Investment involving
various investment management agreements and alternative investments.

• Provided legal representation to numerous small boards and agencies and represented
those boards in contested matters.

• Provided legal representation to the Board of Water and Soil Resources ("BWSR").

• Provided legal services to the tlu·ee statewide pension funds: Teachers Retirement
Association ("TRA"), Mimlesota State Retirement System ("MSRS"), and Public
Employees Retirement Association ("PERA") regarding benefits, tax ramifications, and
governance issues. Represented the funds at contested case hearings and in appeals at the
Minnesota Court of Appeals.

BOARDS AND AGENCIES

The Boards and Agencies Division provides legal representation to the Departments of
Corrections, Employment and Economic Development, Health, I-luman Rights, Labor and
Industry, Veterans Affairs, and the Client Seclll;ty Board.

DEPARTME T Of? CORRECTIO S

Provided a broad range of legal services to the Depal1ment of Corrections ("DOC") and
state correctional facilities. Defended a high volume of lawsuits brought by inmates against the
Department involving complex constitutional issues.

DEI'ARTMENT 0." EMPLOYMENT ANO ECONOMIC DEVELOl'MENT

Provided advice and representation to the Minncsota Department of Employment and
Economic Development ("DEED"), and participated in bankruptcy proceedings in order to
protect the State's interest in collecting reemployment benefits overpayments.

DEI'ARTMENT OF HF.ALTH

Provided legal advice to the Minnesota Department of Health ("MDB") concerning its
regulatory responsibilities and represented MDH in litigation and administrative enforcement
actions. MDH regulates and oversees a number of different subject areas, including infectious
diseases, food-borne illness outbreaks, health care facilities, environmental he,dth hazards, health
maintenance organizations (HMOs} and certain health professionals. Advised MDB with regurcl
to legal issues concerning contracts, leases, unci other transuctions.
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